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Cobb: The Spring Grove Guards

THE SPRING GROVE GUARDS
by SAMUEL E. COBB

It was in the spring of 1835, a few months before
the actual commencement of that long, harrassing
conflict between the Indians of Florida and the
whites. Pioneer settlers in Florida had been subject to sporadic attacks by the Indians for many
months. A few lives had been lost but, at this time,
the conflict between the Indians, who claimed prior
possession of the country, and the whites, who claimed ownership under the treaties of 1823 and 1832
had hardly reached a state of warfare.
Occasionally the Indians would steal a few cattle.
They had attacked lone white men or groups of
whites. They were prone to petty thievery and
violent reprisals against the white interlopers. For
the most part, however, the two races were on relatively friendly terms with each other.
“It was customary for the Indians to leave the
Seminole nation and go among the Inhabitants, but
they evinced no unfriendly feeling towards the
whites . . . " 1 However, it was probably not without
some apprehension of an impending conflict that a
small group of settlers met “at Spring Grove at
Hogtown”, Alachua county, for the purpose of organizing a military company. The presence of armed forces of the United States government had lent
a military atmosphere to life in the territory. The
organization of a local militia unit offered the settlers an opportunity to feel that they were a part
of this life; and too, it was an opportunity to gather
at intervals from their isolated homesteads.
On that day at Spring Grove, young men from all
parts of the surrounding country might have been
1. Florida territorial papers, Division of legislative archives.
The National Archives. Washington.
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seen riding to the meeting place designated by the
man who was to become captain of the Spring Grove
Guards. For such rallies were great events in the
lives of these pioneers-occasions to gather with
their families in wagons and buggies for a day of
meeting and visiting.
Stephen V. Walker called the meeting, under the
authority of an act of the legislative council of
Florida approved January 29, 1835, to “raise and
organize an independent uniformed company of
mounted riflemen in Alachua County called the
Spring Grove Guards." 2
The company was ‘‘organized without any reference to Indian Hostilities," 3 but was obviously inspired by apprehension of the future conflict.
At that first meeting, it was decided that the company should meet once every month at Spring Grove
“for parades and other duties." 74 Commissioned
officers were chosen by election and non-commissioned officers were appointed by the captain. Henry
Hope, first lieutenant, and George Rawles, second
lieutenant, were chosen to assist Captain Walker.
Although provision was made for one captain,
one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, two third
lieutenants, five sergeants, four corporals and one
hundred privates, it was stated by Lieutenant
Rawles that “from fifty to sixty men joined the
company . . . . From these the officers were chosen.
“The men were all mounted on good horses and
each man was furnished with a gun & equipment
. . . . Some 3 or 4 boys, belonged to the company
whose ages were about 13 and 14 years.
“By direction of the captain some 15 or 20 men
would go on scouts about once a week, remaining
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
4. Ibid.
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out sometimes one & sometimes 3 days going sometimes 10 miles & sometimes farther." 5
A short time after the company was organized
an event took place in which members of the guard,
though not assigned to active duty at the time,
were nevertheless actively engaged in a conflict with
the enemy.
At a place called “Hickory Sink” a party of
whites, estimated to have been six or eight, came
upon as many Indians. The Indians were killing
stock - stock owned and fed by the whites. The
white citizens “under took to disarm” the Indians.
A struggle ensued during which blows were apparently exchanged freely. One of the Indians fired on
the whites. This immediately brought about a
change in the tenor of the conflict and shots were
exchanged by both sides. The Indians were routed,
leaving one of their men dead on the field and carrying a wounded brave in their flight. Three of the
white men were wounded during the skirmish.
Although this skirmish was not an organized one
on the part of the Guards, “some of these men were
at the time members of the Spring Grove Guards.”
They were not on duty at the time.
Captain Walker, upon learning of the fight, notified the Indian Agent, General Wiley Thompson at
Fort King:
General Thompson
Sir,
There was several of my neighbors out in the woods the other
day and was fired on by the Indians, and three of them badly
wounded for which they ask satisfaction of you, you being
the proper person, and if they cant get no other satisfaction, they
are determined to take it of them, if they dont keep on the
other side of the boundary line. We are going to start on a
scout on the 25th inst for to cruise on the line, and if we find
any that refuses to be taken, We shall deal with them as they
deserve. My company consists of one hundred men, and there
are about the same number from the upper county and elsewhere
5. Ibid.
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that volunteers their services for to take the rout. Please to
send me an answer, and some advice on the subject, yours in
haste
S V Walker
22nd June 1835

General Thompson replied the following day:
Seminole Agency
23rd June 1835

Capt. S. V. Walker
Sir,
Your letter of yesterday’s date was handed to me this evening
by Mr. Warren.
I regret the occurence of the circumstance refered to by you,
of which I had heard before the arrival of your express. I have
made a demand on the nation for the Indians who committed
the outrage. Tomorrow the Chiefs are to assemble here for the
purpose of ordering the delivery of the depredation over to the
civil authority. I have no doubt they will be given up. I am
much pleased to learn that you with your companv intend to
scour the country on the Indian border in the direction which
you indicate, as I have no doubt it will have a Salutory effect
upon these Micasuky Indians; who are the most troublesome of
any belonging to the nation; especially if the operations should
be directed by prudence and proper discretions as I trust they
will. You are aware of the delicate character of our relations
with this people, and that all causeless irritation should be
avoided. The outrage complained of is well calculated to excite
indignation and alarm: but I do not consider it as evidence of
a settled purpose of any considerable portion of these people to
commence hostilities; and I trust that the results of the ensuing
three or four days will evince the correctness of my opinion. I
have to request therefore that, during your excursions, you will
not cross the Indian boundary, nor permit any acts to be done
which would tend to irritate the Indians, that can be reasonably
avoided.
If you can extend your scouts to and beyond the suwaney river,
it will enable you to accomplish the object of driving the Indians
within their boundary.
Should you fall in with any, try to get possession of them without bloodshed-take their guns & Packs from them; and I think
it will have a good effect to lodge them in a Gaol. The idea of
a Gaol carries terror to the Indian’s mind. Be so good as to
keep a strict register of the Guns &c that may be taken, so that
they may be turned over to this office and eventually returned
to their owners.
Very respectfully
Your Hml Servt 6
Wiley Thompson
6. Florida territorial papers, Division of legislative archives.
The National Archives. Washington.
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After this episode, Captain Walker organized a
party of men from the ranks of the guard and
“made several little examinations of the country.”
These scouting parties were organized on other occasions; with no regularity, but in order to keep
the neighboring country patrolled.
A report of the activities of the Spring Grove
Guards states that “it does not appear . . . that any
Indians resisted the settlement after the affair at
Hickory Sink.’’
Although the company was never formally disbanded its activities appear to have ceased by 1844.
In a report made by the board appointed to
investigate the validity of post-war claims made by
this company, which was signed by L. Thomas, Assistant Adjutant General, United States Army and
George G. Waggaman, Captain, to the Hon. William
Wilkins, Secretary of War, it was stated that
“This was a company of mounted volunteers claiming Service from June 17th to November 28th 1835,
a period of five months and twelve days, prior to
the commencement of the Seminole War. It was
called out by no competent authority ; performed no
military service which can be regarded as such ; No
necessity existed for its being in service. The evidence shews that in claiming pay for the services
of this company fraud was attempted to be committed on the Government.” 7
Edmund Bird, first lieutenant made the following
deposition in favor of the company:
“ . . . The company of Spring Grove Guards was
called out by him [Capt. Walker] on the 17th day
of June 1835, after the battle of Hickory Sink, and
continued its scouts for the suppression of Indian
depredations and hostilities, until the 28th day of
7. Ibid.
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November 1835, when called into the Service of the
United States; that its services were absolutely
necessary to the safety of the citizens and their
property.”
Although this company of militia appears to have
been a loosely-knit organization, its members were
inspired by patriotism as well as self-preservation
and consisted of hardy pioneers with a common
cause. That cause was to establish order in the
Territory of Florida. One of its accomplishments
is certain; that is that it stimulated an interest in
military affairs and helped to unite the early settlers
of Florida.
In presenting their claim for services to the
United States government for suppressing Indian
hostilities in Florida, former members of the Spring
Grove Guards testified at Newnansville in January,
1844. Some of their names, with excerpts from their
testimony are :
George Rawles, Alachua county, second lieutenant
Wounded at battle of Hickory Sink.
Henry Hope, Hernando county, private
At the time of organization “no regularly organized militia force [existed] in that part of
the county” “they [the Indians] killed our cattle very often but never offered any hostility to
the settlers ; they continued these depredations
after the company was formed: on one occasion
the white men took to flog the Indians for killing some cattle when a fight ensued, one Indian
was killed and some white men were wounded.”
Robert Bevin, Alachua county, private
“Some of the Indians who had killed a cow.”
David C. Cash, Alachua county
“Resided in lower part of the county.”
Seaborn Garrason, Hernando county, private
Resided six miles from Hogtown.
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“Scouts of nearly the whole company were sent

out two or three times a week remaining out
one day and going sometimes to a distance of
fifteen miles.”
Enoch T. Geiger, Alachua county
“I was never a member “of Spring Grove
Guard” I resided about seven miles from Hogtown; I was present on several occasions when
the Company was mustering; I have heard of
the company going out in scouts, I do not know
why these scouts were sent out . . . I frequently
saw Indians in the settlement before the affair
at Hickory Sink but they were always very
friendly, I never saw any in the settlement after
the skirmish.”
Isaac Garrason, Hernando county, private
“I had a plantation two miles and a half distant.”
James Hague, private
“Resided at that time in the Hog-Town settlement . . . about four miles from where the company mustered. At the time of the fight there
were some friendly Indians at my house. To
my knowledge nothing more was done by the
Indians until the commencement of the War
when they burnt some houses: I did some little
service in this company but not much. We went
sometimes on Scouts looking to see what the
Indians were doing. I do not recollect of seeing
an Indian when I was on these scouts, I was not
regularly discharged from this company I do
not recollect, when the company broke up.”
Abraham Geiger, Alachua county, private
Resided “on the Sanfelan (?) hammock 2, 3 or
4 miles from Hogtown, not present at Hickory
Sink-once went on a scout to hunt for Indians
with twelve or fourteen men of the company
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under the captain which lasted one day and
examined the country seven or eight miles
round.”
Matthew Hindley, private, Alachua county
Was not present at organization-not at Hickory Sink.
Benjamin Mills, private, Alachua county
Went out with a party of men, 35 or 40, the
day after Hickory Sink.
George Knight, private, Alachua county
“Twice went out with them with, as well as I
recollect, about twenty men, remaining out a
day each time, going about the distance of twenty miles.”
Joshua Miller, private, Alachua county
Lived within half a mile of Spring Grove on a
farm, and joined the company before the affair
of Hickory Sink” . . . called upon on one occasion to go to Hatchet Creek where it was
known there was a camp of Indians, to see what
they were doing. My family being sick I did
not go.”
Samuel R. Piles, member, Alachua county
“I cannot say how long I was a member of the
Company of Volunteers called the Spring Grove
Guards I can only say it was a very short time,
I know that I did not belong to it five months.
My father Brother and uncle belonged to it all
the time . . . I did not expect to be mustered into
the service of the United States or to receive
any pay for it. The Indians were frequently
in my neighborhood but they did not do anything unless it was to steal occasionally.”
Josiah Seckinger, private, Alachua county
“The place of meeting was bout three miles
from my home, where I followed my business as
a blacksmith . . . I sometimes attended the meet-
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ings, about half the time. I never done another
duty than to attend the parades . . . I do not
know how the company was discharged but
think it died away when hostilities commenced,
at which time the people commenced raising
volunteer companies.”
Bennett M. Dell, Alachua county
Resided about two miles north of the town of
Newnansville, Alachua county. “I felt satisfied
that the Indians were determined on making
mischief and so expressed myself to General
Thompson, the Indian Agent at Fort King a
month before the war commenced-I thought
the Citizens should be on their guard.”
Jesse Carter, Columbia county, scout
Remained with them one day.
David Higginbotham, Alachua county, private
Resided at that time on the side of Paynes
Prairie 2 miles from place of rendevous. The
Company was discharged by being mustered
into the service of the United States.”
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